RESOLUTIONS 


OF    THE 


LEGISLATURE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 


JIELATIVE  TO 


THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 


Resolutiom  relniive  to  (he  Public  Landi, 

1.  Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep  ps  ntativcs  of  the  Com- 
monivealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Jissemblymet:  That  our  Se- 
nators in  Confjress  be  and  they  are  hereby  instructed,  and  our  Repre- 
sentatives requested,  to  resist  any  and  all  attempts  under  what  pre- 
tence soever  the  same  may  be  made,  to  deprive  the  people  of  this 
State  of  their  just  proporticn  of  the  common  inheritance  in  the  Pub- 
lic Lands;  nhd  that  they  be,  and  are  hereby  further  instructed  and  re- 
quested to  introduce  and  advocate  the  passage  of  a  bill  providing  for 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  same  among  the  several  States 
in  the  ratio  of  theii  federal  representative  population,  undei  the  census; 
of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty. 

2.  Resolved,  That  our  Senators  be  further  i^^lfUcted,  and  our  Re- 
presentatives requested,  to  vote  for  such  re-modification  or  adjustment 
of  the  Tariff,  as  may  increase  the  revenue  derived  from  imports,  equal 
to  the  wants  of  the  National  Government,  so  that  at  no  time  hereafter, 
under  any  pretext  whatever,  shall  any  money  arising  from  the  sales  of 
the  Public  Lands,  be  used  by  the  General  Government. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  cause  a  copy  of  these 
Resolutions  ro  be  forwarded  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  Congress,  and  to  the  Governors  of  the  several  States,  with  a 
request  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  their  respective  Stale  Legis- 
latures. 

WM.  A.  CRABB, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

CHARLES  B.  PENROSE, 

Speaker  of  thi  Senats. 


RESOLUTIONS 


OF  THE 


LEGISLATURE  OF  ALABAMA, 


n?  RELATION  TO  THE  CONTROVERSY  BETWEEN 


GEORGIA     AND     MAINE 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

TusKALOOSA,  January  IGlh,  1841. 
Sir,— 

I  transmit  herewith  a  Report  and  Joint  Resolutions  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Alabama,  responsive  to  certain  Resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  South  Carolina,  in  relation  to  Georgia  and  Maine  contro- 
versy, with  a  requ^'st  that  you  will  lay  them  before  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  over  which  you  preside. 

With  great  lespect, 

I  am,  sir,  your  ob't  serv't, 

A.  V.  BAGBY. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor' of  Maryland. 


The  Committee  on  Federal  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  certain 
joint  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  South  Carolina  in  relation  to 
Georgia  and  Maine  controversy,  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tion and  beg  leave  to  report  — That  after  a  careful  examination  of  the 
facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  the  felonious  stealing  and  car- 
rying away  the  slave  Atticus,  by  Daniel  Philbrook  and  Edward  Kil- 
bron  from  the  S^ate  of  Georgia,  and  transporting  him  to  the  State  of 
Maine,  and  the  refusal  of  the  Executive  of  Maine  to  surrencler  said 
Philbrook  and  Kilbron  as  fugitives  from  justice  upon  demand  made 
by  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  pursuant  to  the  piovisions  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  dem.and  made 
was  just,  legal  and  proper — That  the  right  was  clear  under  the  con- 
stitution, and  the  refusal  to  surrender  was  inconsistent  with  the  con- 
stitutional obligations  of  a  State;  they  therefore  concur  in  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  of  said  State,  and  recommend  their  adoption  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  Slate: 

Resolved  \st^  That  it  is  the  right  as  well  as  the  duty  of  anv  State 
to  insist  on  the  faithful  observance  of  the  Federal  Constitution  by  each 
State  in  the  Union. 

Resolved  2,  That  to  define  crimes  and  felonies  with  n  its  jurisdic- 
tion, is  an  incident  to  thr-  s  ivereigntv  of  each  State,  and  that  no  other 
State  can  question  the  ex  ^cise  of  that  right. 

Rfisolved  3,  That  to  demand  the  surrender  and  removal  of  lugitives 

from    iuStice  is  bv  the  COflStitnti*"     cr^r]  tVio  arraM*  5»n(J  gurrox"^—   >     '    , 


ty;  the  denial  or  impairment  of  this  right  is  inconsistent  with  the  con- 
stitutional obligations  of  a  State,  and  subversive  to  the^peace  and 
good  government  of  the  other  States. 

Resolved  4,  That  the  right  has  been  impaired,  if  not  denied  by  the 
authorities  of  Maine,  and  that  this  State  will  never  consent  that  any 
State  shall  become  an  asylum  for  those  who  are  fugitives  from  the  jus- 
tice of  other  States. 

R  solved  5,  That  this  State  will  make  common  cause  with  any 
State  of  this  confederacy  in  mainlaininrr  its  just  rights  under  the 
guaranty  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  should  this  in- 
strument be  disregarded  by  those  whose  duly  it  may  be  to  enforce 
them,  it  will  take  council  of  its  co-States  of  thi*.  confederacy,  having 
similar  interests  to  protect  and  similar  injuries  to  redress,  in  devising 
such  measures  as  will  maintain,  at  every  hazard,  these  rights,  and  that 
property  which  the  obligations  of  the  compact  of  Union  cancelled,  as 
it  then  will  be,  as  to  us  have  failed  in  force. 

Resolved  6,  That  the  Executive  of  this  State  be  requested  to  trans- 
mit to  the  Executive  of  the  several  States,  to  be  laid  before  their  re- 
spective Legislatures,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  a  copy  of  this  report 
and  of  these  resolutions. 

(Signed)  J.  H.  COTTRELL, 

President  of  the  Senate. 
R.  A.  BAKER, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


RESOLUTIONS 


OF    THE 


LEGISLATURE    OF   DELAWARE. 


RELATIVE  TO 


THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 


February  11,  1841. 
To  the  Senate,  and 

House  of  Delegates: 
I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Resolutions  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Delaware,  in  relation  to  the  Public  Lands. 

WM.  GRASON. 


Department  of   State, 

Dover,  Feb.  5,  1841. 
His  Excellency,  the  Governor, 

of  the  State  of  Maryland: 
Sir, — By  the  direction  of  His  Excellency,  Governor  Cooper,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  the  enclosed  coj)y  ot  Resolutions  adop- 
ted by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  with  the  request  that  the 
same  may  be  laid  before  the  Legislature  of  the  State  over  which  you 
preside.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  (^'c. 

JOHN  W.  HOUSTON, 

Secretary  of  State- 


In  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  January  Session^ 

1841.  ' 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  governor's 
message  as  relates  to  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  among  the  several  states,  &c., 

REPORT, 

That  the  citizens  of  this  state  consider  the  public  lands  as  an  inheri- 
tance purchased  by  the  toil,  sufferings,  blood  and  treasure  of  our  re- 
volutionary fathers,  and  bequeathed  to  their  successors,  in  which  the 
people  of  all  the  states  have  an  equal  right;  and  that  their  interest 
therein  is  of  too  much  value  and  too  highly  appreciated  by  them  to  be 
relinquished  without  an  adequate  equivalent:  that  they  view  with  deep 
solicitude  the  continual  efforts  in  the  national  legislature,  to  deprive 
the  original  states  of  their  just  and  equitable  rights  in  the  public  lands, 
by  either  ceding  them  to  the  new  states,  or  disposing  of  them  at  prices 
merely  nominal.  That  the  people  of  Delaware  look  forward  with 
anxiety,  but  not  without  hope,  to  the  time  when  the  revenue  arising 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  shall  be  distributed  among  the  states 
generally,  according  to  their  population,  and  applied  to  the  purposes 
of  education,  thereby  promoting  the  general  welfare,  by  giving  safety 
and  permanence  to  our  free  institutions,  the  best  security  of  which, 
"will  always  be  found  in  the  knowledge  and  intelligence  of  the  people. 
Your  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions: — 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Delaware  in  General  Assembly  met,  That  this  legislature  views  with  a 
jealous  eye,  every  attempt  to  make  a  partial  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  of  the  union  among  the  states,  whether  by  a  direct 
grant  to  a  state,  or  by  sales  at  prices  far  below  their  value  to  the  citi- 
zens thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  domain,  should 
be  entirely  separated  from  the  general  revenue,  and  distributed  among 
the  several  states  according  to  their  population,  to  be  by  them  applied 
to  the  purposes  of  education. 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  public  lands  as  the  common  property 
of  all  the  states,  and  therefore,  solemnly  protest  against  any  partial 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  instructed,  and  our  re- 
presentative in  congress  be  requested,  to  make  use  of  their  best  efforts 
to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  among  the  several  states,  to  be  appropriated  by  them 
so  as  to  promote  the  cause  of  general  education. 


Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  leport  and  resolutions  be  signed  by  the 
speaker  of  the  Senate  and  by  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives; and  that  a  copy  be  transmitted  to  each  of  our  senators  and  our 
representative  in  congress,  to  be  laid  before  ther  respective  houses; 
and  that  the  executive  of  each  state  be  furnished  with  a  copy  by  the  gov- 
ernor of  this  state,  and  requested  to  lay  the  same  before  their  respec- 
tive legislatures 

ROBERT  HOUSTON, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
CHARLES  POLK, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
House  of  Representatives,  January  15,  1841,  reported,  read  and 
adopted  unanimously. 

JOSEPH  P.  COMEGYS,  Clerk. 
In   Senate,  January   16,   1841,  presented,  read  and  concurred  in 
unanimously. 

GEORGE  P.  FISHER,  Clerk. 


-m 


